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Why Dog Bites & How to Stop It

Approximately 4% million people are bitten by dogs in the United States
every year and one fifth of them end up needing medical attention for
their wounds. Children are the most common victims with half of bite
wound victims being under the age of thirteen. Children are much more
likely to be severely injured by dog bites due to their small size and not
being aware of how one should act around a dog. Most dog bites occur
while interacting with familiar dogs thus the need to educate people and
their children on how to avoid dog bites. It is important to understand that
any dog has the capacity to bite and that by understanding the common
reasons why dogs bite it is possible to prevent them.

5 Main Reasons Dogs Bite

1. Dog possessiveness can cause dog bites. Protection of property is
a common issue and “property” in this case can be anything from toy,
food, territory or even a human being. Start training early to minimize this
kind of possessive behavior. Teaching the “Leave it” command works well
in preventing toy aggression. Food aggression can be avoided by
teaching your dog to wait while you put their food down. Teach them to sit
or lie down and then remove their food and then put it back. Approach the
food bowl and occasionally add treats to the food so they understand that
someone approaching the bowl is not a bad thing. Teach children not to
bother dogs that are eating or enjoying a treat such as a bone.

2. Dog fear can cause dog bites. Fear is usually directed towards
strangers such as veterinarians and postal workers or in unfamiliar
situations. Never approach an unfamiliar dog and teach your children to
do the same. Teach children never to sneak up on a dog or bother a
sleeping dog. Early socialization is important so that the young dog is
exposed to many different people, animals and situations minimizing the
risk of a phobia developing.

3. Dog pain can cause dog bites. Pain can cause the friendliest dog to
bite. If your dog has hip dysplasia, severe otitis or any chronic injury,
instruct your children to stay away from the sore areas and be gentle
handling the dog.

4. Maternal instincts can cause dog bites. The most well trained dog
can become a biter when she has puppies. Be aware of and respect the
maternal instinct around a bitch that has whelped recently. Teach children
not to approach a young puppy around the mother and use caution
yourself when handling puppies.

5. Prey drive can cause dog bites. Another instinct to be aware of and
is sometimes triggered by running or cycling past a dog resulting in a
chase. Be aware of your environment if you are jogging or cycling and if
you see a roaming dog try to avoid crossing paths. If a dog does give
chase then the best things to do is stop moving and stand tall facing the
dog. Be aware of the dog but do not make eye contact which can be seen
as a challenge by the dog.

How to Stop Dog Biting From Happening

Dog bite prevention begins at home with your own dog by being a
responsible dog owner. If you do not intend to breed your dog then
having them spayed or neutered will help decrease the risk of bite related
behaviors. Exercise and play with your dog on a regular basis to reinforce
the human-animal bond and to expend excess energy that might
otherwise be directed towards nervous energy. However, avoid
aggressive games such as wrestling and tug of war which can lead to
dominance issues. Train your dog well, they should know the basic
commands such as sit, stay, come and leave it. Don’t allow your dog to
roam free where they can be a danger to other people. Do try to socialize
your dog and expose him to many different people and situations but take
care not to overwhelm him. Seek professional help from your veterinarian
if your dog shows any signs of aggression. If you have children take the
time to educate them on how to act around dogs.
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Try to fill in the missing

* n 1 | humbers.
Use the numbers 1 through 9
= . * - + to complete the equations.
Each number is only used
X 29 | once. Each row is a math

equation. Work from left to

bottom.
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Color by numbers

1 =Pink 2 = Green 3 =Red 4 = Orange
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